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The grey zone of EU legislation
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Not enough bricks in the wall…
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Some Member States regulate the (traditional) distribution of AVMS

• Declarations/registrations

• Accessibility

• Investment obligations into local content 
creation

• Protection of minors

• Price transparency

• Prior notification of channels on platforms

…



Prominence of audiovisual services of general interest (art 7a 
AVMSD)

• Five Member States have or are planning rules on 
prominence

• France, Germany and Italy are the most advanced 
countries 

• Ireland has not started the process yet

• Flanders has submitted a draft decree to the 
European Commission for scrutiny under the 
Regulatory Transparency Procedure





Observations

1. Platforms are proliferating 

2. EU law on platforms is 
embryonic and piecemeal

3. National law exists and is not 
always in line with the 
internal market rules

4. Is it not time to consider 
refocussing EU audiovisual 
media legislation on the 
platforms that distribute 
media content? 
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